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Professional Learning Package:

Implementing Unit Starters




Module 2:
Refining Instruction

with Unit Starters
Learning Session 2b




Module 2 Learning Sessions

Guiding Questions

 What growth did students make as a result of engagement with
1V the Unit Starters?
« What growth did | make as a teacher as a result of engagement
with the Unit Starters?

2 « How can | refine my instruction moving forward?
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= Be fully present.

= Actively participate.

= Embrace collaboration.

= Keep students at the center.
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Learning Session 2

= Guiding question:
— How can | refine my instruction moving forward?
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Mini-Session B:
Plan using the Framework for

Teaching Literacy in
Tennessee




Mini-Session B Learning Goals

= Think through planning that:
— reflects the Framework for Teaching Literacy in Tennessee,;
— builds conceptual knowledge; and
— offers students opportunities much like the Unit Starters.
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Teaching Literacy in Tennessee — Page 11

FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHING LITERACY IN TENNESSEE

I'.'ﬁ'":
INTEGRATION TN Aoy ™) Anchorag i

OF STANDARDS Mie Standargy

The Tennesses Academic lhll':n! u“ﬂ'lrlul'ldln STUDENT NEEDS
Standands should be integrated *ential Quasy), .-.fm
throughout the unit design. Students should always be
Teachers should select concepts at the heart of instructional
baﬂ;zdht:wﬂgedﬁi:::m decision making. Teachers
cont in the grade level content shiould consider what
standard=. Then, teachers should End standards, instructional
select spedfic BLA standards of Unit Taskg strategies, and supports
once texts and tasks are chosem are needed to ensure that
0 support students’ reading Le all students mest grade-
comprehension and comgletion of el Sequ Ence level expectations.
daily ard end of unit tasks.

"tt s.l'ittlnn

ulllr Tasks

Deslgning unlts Is not a completely linear process. Teachers should continually
think about the Integratlon of standards and student needs as they plan unlts.

TN Department of | Professional 3
.Education| Learning Package




IDENTIFY COMCERT[E)

Teachers snould firs: | demtify 2 conoepis) that will bacoma the Toundation of tha
unkc. This stepshoukd B guided by an Ineegration of the Tennessgs Acadermic
Sranciards Including ELA, sdence, sacil siudlkes, and fing ams. Tha mandards
prodfoes 2o gananal guids For the Types of knowiadie mudems shoukd gain Inchalr
respactive grade kevals, winlchewill halo In ldeiifying 2ppropiiane concamis].

DETERMINE ENDURING UNDERSTANDING([Z)

AND GENERATE ESSEMTIAL QUESTIONS

Texcnars snculd detsrming erduring understand ngis] and generate axsental
questions tnat priorfdm the lsarming anound the concami{s). Enduring
understard rgfs) ara st2Ements rafisciing the concUEkons studencs will draws
25 2 rasdt of angaging with tha CancRpt, and eRsamilal QUastions are opserr
andad quesiians that spark students o draw the: oond uslons reeded togin
thiz 2nduring unde retanding, 25,38 B

SELECT MULTIFLE TEXTS

Texcnars Snculd salect multio's xS that reflect the axpectations of grads-
kvl Standards and support the enduring undermandings. Tadts should bz
warthy of studenics’ Ome and acteniion, ba of exceptional oaft ard ouaiiy,

ared prosscae 2 desp el of ik ng.

OEVELOF END-OF-UNIT TASKS

Texcners Sncukd e op and-of-unit taeks, which shouwld o studenis
apporounikies ta 2ppdy winat they hae read. heard, and saen curing unit In
&N authentic and meaningiul wal. End-ofunit tagks should allow studsnts
- damanstrate oriicl thinkdng 2md texbual analysk sdlis and conuvey
concrpou roaiscige around the enduring understandings of tha unlt.

DESIGH LESSOM SEQUENCES

Teadnars Soukd design [S5Ean sequences that Duld In camplasdty ovar tme
and unport students Ing2ining the: enduring undsrstandings. Tha Lszan
sequences should utl Fze a variely of Instructlonal straiegles thatoreure
studanis have appartunities b despan thalr undarstanding.

CREATE DAILY TASHS

Teachers should oeace standards-aligned dally tags that allow shudenis

1o Ircremarialy show thelr knowisdze and sdlsumd | thay ars aibia ta fully
demanstraiz thelr leaning through the more compre ensive end-of-unit tasic



Identify Concepts

IDENTIFY CONCEPT(S)

Teachers should first identify a conceptiz) that will become the foundation of the
unit. This step should be guided by an integration of the Tennesses Academic
Standards including ELA, science, social studies, and fine arts. The standaros
provide a general guide for the types of knowledge students should gain in their

respective grade levels, which will help in identifying appropriate concept]s).
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Identify Concepts

= Consult your Tennessee science and social studies standards.

= What are the most important concepts for students to learn at
your grade level?

= As ateam, decide what you want students to learn.
— Example:

Teacher: “l can see that it is important for second graders to learn
about America.”

Coach: “What do you want students to understand?”

Teacher: “I don’'t want them to only learn recall things like
landmarks and state names.

Coach: What do you want students to learn?

Teacher: “I want students to understand that the country they live
in is diverse and full of many cultures. | want students to
understand they have an important role as an American. | want
them to understand patriotism. Patriotism may be my concept.”
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Identify and Map Concepts

= |dentify your concepts.
— Chart your concepts and display

= As grade level teams, do a gallery walk to view and
discuss concepts in the other grade levels.

— Note on other grade-level charts when you can make a
connection to one of their concepts

= Come back together to see what vertical alignment
(across the grade levels) is present.
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Example of this Process:
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Example of a Single Grade Level with Vertical

Connections
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Example: After charting, the
grade-level teams did a gallery
walk to discuss and make
connections among the other
grade levels. They indicated
connections made by writing
their grade level beside the

concept.
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Determine Enduring Understandings &

Essential Questions

DETERMINE ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S)
AND GENERATE ESS5ENTIAL QUESTIONS

Teachers should determine enduring understanding(s) and generate essential
questions that prioritize the learning around the concept(s). Enduring
understanding(s] are statements reflecting the conclusions students will draw
as a result of engaging with the concept, and essential guestions are open-
ended questions that spark students to draw the conclusions needed to gain

the enduring understanding.
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Select Texts

SELECT MULTIPLE TEXTS

Teachers should select multiple texts that reflect the expectations of grade-
level standards and support the enduring understandings. Texts should be

wiorthy of students’ time and attention, be of exceptional craft and quality,

and provoke a deep level of thinking.
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Select Texts

» Density and

Complexit - Genre
OmpIexity » Organization
* Figurative Language . Narration
* Purpose | evels of e Text Fgatures
Meaning » Graphics
and
Purpose,,_\\
(
Language
 Vocabulary ABLEREE Convention

Demands | 4 Clarity * Standard

Prior Knowledge

» Cultural Knowledge \E/Qﬁgf}gr?snd
» Background . '
Knowledge Register

Reference: Fisher and Frey, 2013
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Develop End-of-Unit Task

DEVELOP END-OF-UNIT TASKS

Teachers should develop end-of-unit tasks, which should allow students
opportunities to apply what they have read, heard, and s2en during unitin
an authentic and meaningful way. Eng-of-unit tasks should allow students
to demonstrate critical thinking and textual analysiz skills and convey
conceptual knowledze around the enduring understandings of the unit.
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Consider this Quality Criteria

Strong end-of-unit tasks:

= Require students to synthesize their learning from multiple unit texts to
demonstrate their understanding of the unit concept.

* Require students to use details from multiple texts to explain or provide
evidence to support their understandings.

= Require students to choose appropriate details and elaborate on their
thinking sufficiently, which may take multiple readings of a text and also
include evidence and connections across texts.

= Prompt student thinking about texts that reflects the analytical demands of
multiple grade-level literacy standards.

= Prompt student responses about texts that reflect the demands of the grade-
level content standards.

= Require students to demonstrate their understanding in an authentic and
meaningful context.
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Elements of Strong End-of-Unit Tasks

Strong end-of-unit tasks will give students the opportunity to answer
the essential questions for the unit and allow them to demonstrate
their new conceptual understandings.

Strong end-of-unit tasks will have an authentic role or “job” for
students. This will be a real-world situation in which they would be
expected to share an opinion, explain or inform others, or draft a
narrative.

Strong end-of-unit tasks will have an authentic audience within the
context of the scenario. They are the “others” referred to in the goal.

Strong end-of-unit tasks will have an authentic situation:

« Convince others of their opinion on topics or texts (opinion).

« Explain a topic to others with clear information (informative).

» Tell stories to others about real or imagined events (narrative).

Strong end-of-unit tasks will clarify what the students will create and
why they will create it. These will reflect real-world products or
performances.

Adapted From Wiggins, Grant and Jay McTighe. Understanding by Design.
Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 2005.
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Look-Fors with End-of-Unit Tasks

= Require students to answer the essential questions and
demonstrate their enduring understandings

= Provide an authentic role for students
= |nclude an authentic audience

= Have authentic situations: convince others of an opinion,
explain a topic, tell real or imagined stories

= Reflect real-world products or performances

= Are written in student-facing language

= Include support for the specific form of communication
(write/verbally/visually express opinion, information,
stories)

= Are paired with a rubric

Source: McTighe & Wiggins, 2004, p. 69
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Design Lesson Sequences

DESIGN LESS50N SEQUENCES

Teachers should design lezson sequences that build in complexity over time
and support students in gaining the enduring understandings. The lesson
sequences should utilize a variety of instructional strategies that ensure
students have opportunities to deepen their understanding.
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Create Daily Tasks

CREATE DAILY TASKS

Teachers should create standards-zlignad daily tasks that allow students
to incrementally show their knowledge and skills until they are able to fully
demaonsztrate their lzarning through the more comprehensive end-of-unit task.
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Daily Tasks

Strong daily tasks allow students to demonstrate
understanding of the learning objective using details
from the text.

Daily tasks provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate and/or
apply their new knowledge.

Daily tasks are directly supported by the question sequences and are
aligned to the learning objective for the reading.

The daily tasks form a coherent learning arc over the course of the unit
that prepare students for the demands of the end-of-unit task.
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Criteria for Daily Tasks

Aligned to the = Require students to demonstrate their new or refined

learning objective ~ understandings _

= Are unique for each reading of the text

= Require students to use details and/or evidence from one
or more text to explain or support their ideas

= Require students to choose appropriate details and
elaborate on their thinking

Text-specific

= Prompt students to think, speak, and write about texts in a
Intrz%reaitlg\}gle way that rises to the level of rigor and cognitive demand
gstandards of grade-level ELA standards

= Align to the disciplinary standards

= Build over the course of the unit to create a coherent
Lead to coherence learning arc that moves students toward the enduring
understandings

Include desired Include a desired student response that shows exactly
student response what we'd like to see students produce
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= How does this planning process allow you to begin with
the end in mind (backward plan)?

= |n what ways is this type of planning beneficial to you and
your students?

= How is mapping the vertical alignment (across the grade
levels) of concepts a crucial part of the planning process?

= What are your next steps for utilizing your vertical
planning maps?
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TN Department of

.Education

Dastricts and schools in Tennessee will
exemplify excellence and equity such that all

students are equipped with the knowledge
and skills to successfully embark on their
chosen path in life.

Excellence | Optimism | Judgment | Courage | Teamwork



